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Report of the Council to the 


XLV. 4, 


Obituary. 

The Council regret that they have to record the loss by death 
of the following Fellows and Associate during the past year ;— 

Fellows :—Richard Abbatt. 

Thomas Barneby. 

H. 0 . Bohn. 

Rev. J. C. Ebden. 

Rev. W. Falconer. 

H. A. Fletcher. 

William Frost. 

H. R. Janisch. 

H. C. Levander. 

J. L. Shuter. 

Rev. F. Silver. 

Isaac Todhunter. 

Thomas Turner. 

F. D. Wackerbarth. 

Thomas Watson. 

Associate :—Marian Kowalski. 


Richard Abbatt, whose death took place on September 15, 
1884, was one the oldest Fellows of the Royal Astronomical 
Society, having been elected in 1833, February 8. He was born 
at Jiveeelton, in Lancashire, in the year 1800. His father, 
Edward Abbatt, dying in 1802, his mother removed with her 
little son to Whitehaven, and from thence to Torpcnhow to re¬ 
side near her parents. About the age of twelve he was placed 
at a large boarding school in Yorkshire, and some years after¬ 
wards apprenticed to a grocer in Carlisle. Here, in consequence 
of an accident, his health gave way, and, at the earnest entreaties 
of his mother, his master cancelled his indentures. On his re¬ 
covery he was placed at Mr. Saul’s school at Greenrow, under 
whose tuition he made considerable progress in mathematics, a 
science which continued to possess great charms for him through 
a long life. He was employed as mathematical master in a 
school in Hammersmith, and this he resigned to accept the same 
post in a school about to be opened at Tottenham for the sons 
of the upper class of the Society of Friends, of which religious 
body his family had long been members. His first work, on the 
“ Elements of Trigonometry,” was published in 1834, his next was 
on the “ Calculus of Variations” in 1836, when residing at Epping, 
where he had removed to commence a school in partnership with 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at Northern Arizona University on June 13, 2015 




'Sfr•'SYHNWS88I 


Feb. 1885. Sixty-fifth Annual General Meeting. 189 

Dr. ITsmer, his friend and fellow assistant at the last two schools. 
He removed his school to Stoke Newington in 1S39. Here he 
published “ The Piets or Roma no-British Wall,” a The Principles 
and Practice of Linear Perspective;” “ The Ascent of Scawfell 
Pike “ The Two Estates, or Both Worlds Mathematically Con¬ 
sidered “ Physical Astronomy “ Taught from Above,” and 
others. His latest work was a pamphlet on Life Assurance, 
published in 1883. He also published two Orthographic Projec¬ 
tions of the World representing the Earth floating in space. In 
the year 1870 he was chosen one of the party sent out to observe 
the eclipse of the Sun at Gibraltar; the account of this expedition 
was published in the Carlisle Journal and other papers. On retiring 
from school business, he was presented with a gold chronometer, a 
beautifully illuminated album containing portraits of his early 
friends and pupils, and 1,000 guineas, as a mark of their respect 
and esteem. The last years of his life were spent at a delightful 
spot in Burgess Hill, built for him by one of his old pupils. His 
bodily powers had been gradually failing for two or three years, 
yet his health and strength were far beyond what is generally 
expected in a man of his age. He died, after a short illness, at 
the age of eighty-four, and his remains were interred in Park 
Street, Stoke Newington, the resting-place of a large number of 
his early friends. In life he was a most amiable and unselfish 
man, endeared to a large circle of friends by the refinement of 
his mind, his patient spirit, and his strict conscientious character. 
He was a most entertaining companion, possessing a wonderful 
memory of almost every book he had reach and the kind sym¬ 
pathy that accompanied all his actions won the respect and 
affection of all who knew him. Mr. Abbatt’s favourite studies 
were mathematics and astronomy, and the pleasant and suc¬ 
cessful manner he possessed of imparting his own love for these 
subjects is remembered by many of his early pupils who still 
survive him. 

Henry George Bohn was born in London on January 4, 
1796. He claimed to be descended from a family of the name 
of Bohun, who being among the Protestant refugees who 
passed to the Continent in the reign of Mary, became pos¬ 
sessed of estates at Weinheim, on the Rhine. His father, John 
Henry Martin Bohn, .who had served his apprenticeship in 
Germany, settled in London, and carried on the business of a 
bookbinder and second-hand bookseller, in which he was assisted 
by his son. 

Mr. Bohn had an early ambition to be a publisher; but not 
until 1846 did he commence the issue of the reprints and trans¬ 
lations which constitute the Standard and other Libraries, and 
for which his name became so celebrated. It is to the enterprise 
of Mr. Bohn that we owe the introduction of so much good 
literature at a low price. His various “ Libraries,” The Standard, 
The Scientific, The Illustrated, The Classical, The Antiquarian, 
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